
WOMEN LAWYERS ARE NEEDED IN KENYA! 
 
Could you help Regina (Reginalda) Wanjiku Obara to continue in Law School?  
 
In April 2016, generous donors supported Regina to begin Law School in Nairobi, Kenya. Today she's a 
keen second year student and on the Dean's list!  The total cost (tuition, books, fees, accommodation) of 
Regina's next school year is $5500. Could you contribute to this? Could you talk to and forward this 
message to someone who might be interested in supporting Regina to continue?  
 

REGINA’S MESSAGE: 
"How are you? I pray this finds you well. My Family and I are doing well, I thank God for that. My 
days at the University have been amazing thus far. Every day is a new experience, new practices, 
and interactions, more studies in new areas of law, eye opening encounters and generally a path 
into the growth of becoming the Lawyer that I have always wanted to be.  
 
“As I come to the end of my second year as a law student I have really appreciated the work that 
goes into being a qualified practitioner. My most exciting course is Criminal Procedure which I 
enjoy knowing more about. In Kenya, many women shy off from Criminal Prosecution or 
Defense practice due to the societal perception of gender roles. As at now, mostly male 
lawyers practice in the Criminal practice area. I find this very interesting to learn and hopefully 
change this narrative in the near future.  
 
“All in all, I am very blessed to be going through my undergraduate studies with your support. I 
thank God for making it possible. I am looking forward to learning and discovering more in Law. I 
send lots of love and appreciation to all those who see to it that I go through school. Thank you 
for your support, your prayers, dedication and love. Many thanks.  
 
Yours, Regina Obara"  

 
 

FROM REGINA'S PARENTS,  LEONORA AND ANDREW OBARA:  
     "Regina, as a child, was fond of watching television news and reading newspapers. As from 
2007 to 2010 Kenya was in the process of making the country's constitution. Reginalda was so 
attracted to news items connected with the constitution making. She was attracted by the way 
lawyers participating in the exercise would respond to questions asked by newscasters. She 
developed a passion for being a lawyer.  
 
     “Women bear the brunt of the community's retrogressive beliefs. For example, women have 
little say on issues in marriage, inheritance, female genital mutilation etc.  Hence voices that 
speak against these ills are required. Regina is strong willed and stands her ground. Backed 
with the law training, we believe she can help change the way people think about women.  
 
     “The Kenyan constitution has set aside places for women in public offices and at times the 
offices are not filled for lack of qualified women. So we believe that Regina and her female 
colleagues will not only fill the places but will also help bring the necessary changes.  
 



     “Presently Kenya is in a political crisis. People have always voted on tribal lines. After the 
election victory of the incumbent was nullified, people have aligned themselves according to 
their tribes. In Nazarene College, where Regina studies, students are encouraged to tolerate 
divergent views and we as parents have talked to them about Kenyan politics.  
 
     In August 2017 the Kenyan presidential election was nullified by the Supreme Court of Kenya. 
Among the seven Judges who heard the petition two were women. Four judges (majority) 
including the deputy president, a woman, nullified the election.  The bravery of the four judges 
has been hailed by many. The deputy president was outstanding. She fully participated, by 
asking the lawyers tough questions, guiding, encouraging and even admonishing them, if she 
thought they were veering off the right path. Her actions are believed to have emboldened the 
other three. This has made Leonora and I believe that Regina and her ilk can join and help such 
courageous women lawyers." 

 

BACKGROUND: 

Regina's parents, Andrew and Leonora Obara, have been connected with Runnymede United Church 

since 2005. See  www.runnymedeunited.org. Andrew and Leonora Obara have 5 daughters born to them 

and they adopted 10 more children whose parents died of AIDS. Runnymede Church has been 

contributing to the family as they support and educate all these children. The oldest 10 children are now 

all self-supporting and contributing to their community. Regina is among the youngest 5 children; 3 are 

in post-secondary education and 2 are in high school. Regina's older sister, Isabella Obara, completed 

her Diploma of Law this year. She is now admitted to the Bar in Kenya and working as a Lawyer.   
  

Runnymede United Church is a registered charity and part of the United Church of Canada. Runnymede 

has established the Kenyan AIDS Orphans Education Fund as one of its programs. It is administered 

under the auspices of the church and run by volunteers, which allows nearly 100% of donations to go 

directly to the recipients. Donations to Runnymede United Church identifying this fund will be issued 

charitable donation tax receipts. The Fund supports the work of the Obara family in raising AIDS orphans 

in Kenya, and other AIDS initiatives including Village of Love Canada, www.villageoflovecanada.org, 

which also helps to educate children in Kenya orphaned by AIDS.  

  

THREE WAYS TO DONATE: 

1. By cash or cheque directly to the church: Runnymede United Church (write “Kenya AIDS Orphans 

Education Fund” on the memo line), 432 Runnymede Rd, Toronto, M6S 2Y8 (phone 416 767-6729) 

2. By Pre-Authorized Remittance (PAR), monthly donations through bank withdrawals which can be 

arranged through the church office. 

3. On-line at www.runnymedeunited.org. Click on GIVE. Scroll down and click on “Make a onetime 

donation through our Canada Helps partner.” Scroll down to “Apply your donation to a specific 

fund.” Choose drop down menu #6, Kenya Education Fund. 

  

Thank you for considering this opportunity to educate a young woman in Africa and make a difference!  

For further information please contact, Robyn Salter at robynsalter@hotmail.com 
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